1 














ET A BO M. 


m 





GLIMPSE OF 
SWAMINARAYANA 


m 
AUTHOR : 


(The Principal of S. S. Pathasala, Bhuj ) 
Er 


: PUBLISHED BY : 
MAHANTA SWAMI OF BHUJ. 





PRICE 2 we 
car Q0 woop ete $599990090047 seid Tete 
This E. of Swanlnarayan is Rn. 
Based, upon the Satsangi Jivan. 


e cid oy cM 





RE OC 


8 
[ 


ur 


EG — Hot O a a 


| Distributor : 
| Shri Swaminarayan Temple, 
BHUJ-KUTCH. 370 001. 
































All rights reserved by the publisher E 
k 
| 
E 
` The new year of Kutch A. D. 1992 | 
| | Ashada 2049 1 July | 
W X 
| 
| | We Publish this booklet with best |. 
| E blessing of his highness Shri Tejendra Prasadaji E 
| BR Maharaj. 
| COPY : 4000 
E y 
Printed by : i 
Shri Narnarayandev Printing Press, | 
BHUJ-KUTCH 370 001. | 
x 
Sinum —— — NUR 





FORWARD 


None can deny the very useful function of 
religion and moral education in the first stage of 
life, itis in this booklet that K. Kasthurirangachaya 
the principal of Shree Swaminarayan Sanskrit 
Pathshala, Bhuj, recommended the moral instru- 
ctions selecting the fundamental points of inspi- 
ration from Satsangi Jivan in order to develop 
the personality of new generation and to realize 
the Swaminarayan sect. 


Modern psychology has emphasized that if 
the person is given a proper bookto read at his 
formative stage it will greatly help to develop the 
personality or character. Hence, mora! instruction 
and realization of Swaminarayan sect is presented 
in this booklet through the ‘Glimpse of Swami- 
narayana. 


| hope you will read it with your heart 
filled with faith and a sincere desire, and surely 
derive the inspiration as well as useful instruction. 
"The glimpse of Bhuj Temple" given there 
in, with some pictures at the end of the book 
will surely create a lasting impression to the 
growing youngmen. 
| sincerely hope that the booklet will mould 
the lives of our followers and others. 


—G. K. Suryaprakashdasa Bhuj 


A AS TS 


Satsangins of Seychelles have helped to publish 
this booklet, 


A GLIMPSE OF BHAGAVAN 
SHRI SWAMINARAYAN 


(A gift of the story of Srijee Maharaj is 
brought forth here as narrated by shri Satanand 
Muni, the author of “Satsangee Jiwan” which 
is accepted as an authentic version by the 
Sampradaya.) 

-: Parentage and birth :- 

There is a village named “Chappaya” near 
Ayodhya the birth place of Bhagavan Shri Ram. 
There was a brahmin named Hariprasad who 
was also called as Dharmadev, He belonged to 
the family of Saravariya Gothra and Samavedins. 
He had a wife named Premavati who was also 
called as Bhaktidevi. 

By the grace of God, the couple had three 
sons. The first son was called Rampratap and the 
third one Ichcharam. The second one was named 
as Ghanashyam and Harikrishna. 


-: Education and Initiation :- 


Fallowing the custom of the family each 
boy was put under a guru at the end of his 
third year. 

And Ghanashyam began his study of secular 
education at this age. He wes initiated into the 
vaidic fold by his father at the age of eight and 
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was given the sacred thread and Gayatree Manthra. 
After finishing, the initial cerimony of Sravana Vidhi, 
he began the study of Vedas and completed the 
course withen three years as he was very clever 
one. At the time of initiation, he was named 
"Neelakanta”. 


-: Incarnation of God :- 


Shri Sathananda Muni says that Neelkanta 
was the incarnation of God Shri Narayan Muni 
of Badrikashram. He took birth in a human form 
because of the curse endowed upon him by 
Durvasa Muni. 


-: Demise of parents and Renunciation :- 


In his eleventh year he lost his mother. 
After Six months his father also went away to 
the Dham. He immediately wanted to leave his 
home. but waited until the yearly ceremony 
(shradha at the end of the first year) was finished. 


-: Renunciation :- 


After the yearly Shradha finished Neelkanta 
left his home forever. He did not take leave of 
anyone in the house, No one knew where he 
was gone. His brothers and relatives tried their 
best to find out his whereabouts, but utterly failed 
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-: Neelkanta at the Pulahashram :- 


Wandering in the thick Jungles of Hima- 
layas he finally reached Pulahashram and had 
daily darshan of Mukhtanath Mahadev near by. 

He also began the practice of yoga and 
meditation. 

-: Pilgrimage :- 

After spending some years at Pulahashram. 
Neelkantha started on (his journey) for pilgrimage 
towards south. 

-: Meeting with Gopala yogi :- 

Oh his way to Bengal he met one Gopala 
yogi who taught Neelkanta the correct practice 
of yoga. In return Neelkanta blessed him to reach 
Golokdham after his death. 


-: Neelkanta in Bengal :- 


When Neelkanta reached Bengal, he saw 
that some sadhus Were offering animals to the 
deities in the name of religion. The ruler of sir- 
pur named Sidhavallabh was following them in 
his religious pursuit. Neelkanta met him and 
taught about true religion and dharma. 

By the grace of Neelkanta the ruler became 
his devotee and other sadhus also followed him. 
Thus Neelkanta converted many cruel persons in 
te polite, pure, religious people. 
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-; Towards the south :- 

From Bengal Neelkanta continued his 
journey towards south. He visited many places of 
pilgrimage such as Kamakshisthan, Navalaksha 
Mountain, Manaspattam, Vankatadri (Tirupati 
Balaji) Bhootapuri, Kanchi, Shrirangam, Madurai 
and Rameshwaram. 

After having a sacred bath at Sethu and 
darshan at Ramnath temple at Rameshwaram he 
went to Kanyakumari. He then went on towards 
Kerala. He visited Thiruvananthapuram.(Trivandrum) 
where Shri Padmanabha gives his darshan through 
three doorways. From there he went to Guruvayur 
to have a darshan of Sakshi Gopal. 


-: Towards the north west :- 


He then visited Pandaripur. Every day he 
hed a holy dip in the river Chandrabagha and 
offered poojas to Vitthalnath. He stayed there for 
two months. Fromthere he leftfor Nasik Panchavati. 

Having a holy dip in the river Godavari 
and having darshan of Thrayambaknath at Nasik he 
turned towards north west region and crossed 
Thapi, Narmada, Mahi and Sabarmati, the holy 
rivers of Gujarat. 


-: In Saurashtra :- 
He then entered Saurashtra. After visiting 
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many places he reached Mangrol. After a short 
stay at Mangrol he went to Lojpur where, Shri 
Ramananda wes living with his disciples in an 
Ashram. He reached Lojpur in the seventh year 
of his pilgrimage. 

-: Shri Sukhananda meets Neelkanta :- 


Neelkanta saw a well near the village. It 
was provided with steps leading to the water 
surface. He got into the well and had his bath. 
After finishing his morning rituals he, being seated 
ona step, transcended himself into deep meditation. 

Sukhananda, one of the disciples of Shri 
Ramananda, as usual went to the well to have 
his midday bath. To his surprise he saw the 
young celibate with brilliance and brightness, 
meditating. Sukhananda asked for details of Neel- 
kanta. Neelkanta told his story and the details of 
his pilgrimage. Sukhananda gave information 
about Shri Ramananda, his mission and ashram 
at Lojpur. He also advised Neelkanta to meet 
Shri Muktananda who was then leading the 
ashram as Shri Ramananda was away at Bhuj-Kutch. 


-: Neelkantha visits the Ashram :- 


On the request of Sukhananda, Neelkanhta 
went to the Ashram and was accorded a warm 
welcome by the Saints already living there. 
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-: Conversation with Muktananda :- 


After the formal talks, Neelkanta put some 
questions to Muktananda about the Jeeva, Eash- 
wara, Maya, Brihman and Parabrihman. Mukta- 
nanda answered the qvestions defining each of 
the five in a clear language to the satisfaction of 
Neelkanta who inreturn appreciated Muktananda's 
deep knowledge and scholorship in the subject. 
Muktananda said that his knowledge in the sub- 
ject was the result of Shri Ramananda's teachings 
who was considered by his devotees as the inca- 
rnation of Shri Uddhava the best and first devotee 
of Shri Krishna. 

On the greatness of Shri Ramananda 
Mukhtananda went on to say, that Shri Krishna 
used to appear in his divine form before Rama- 
nanda at the time of pooja. 

Neelkanta was surprised to hear the news 
and became anxious to meet Shri Ramananda 
immediately and got ready to go over to Bhuj. 

Mukhtananda asked Neelkanta to wait for 
some days and assured that he would send a 
messanger to Shri Ramananda to bring him as 
Soon as possible. 


-: Mayarama Bhatta goes to Bhuj :- 
Mayarama Bhatta a brahmin house holder 


| 
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was sent, with a letter, to Bhuj. Shri Neelkanta 
also sent a letter through him. 
-: Shri Ramananda's reply :- 
Receiving the letter, Shri Ramananda rep- 
lied, that Neelkantha should meet him at Piplana 
village where he Would wait for Shri Neelkanta. 


-: Neelkanta meets Shri Ramananda :- 


Accordingly, Neelkanta went to Piplana 
village. He saw Shri Ramananda seated on a 
raised platform before a big assembly. Neelakanta 
showed his respects to Shri Rumananda by lying 
prostrate on the ground before him. After some 
informal talks Shri Ramananda asked about 
Neelkanta's parentage and other particulars. 

Shri Neelkanta gave all informations about 
his parentage, pilgrimage and it's purpose in detail 
to Shri Ramananda. 

Shri Ramananda also informed that Shri 
Neelkanta's parents were already known to him 
and that they took initiation the Bhagawati 
Deeksha; from him when he was at Prayag. 

Shri Neelkanta was very much pleased to 
hear the news of his father's initiation by Shri 
Ramananda and also decided to get the same 
Deeksha from the same guru. 

With this decision Shri Neelkanta used to 
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render service to Shri Ramananda and help him 
in offering pooja to Shri Krishna. Sometimes, 
Shri Neelkanta saw Shri Krishna in his divine 
form appeared before Shri Ramananda at the 
time of pooja. 


-: Shri Neelkanta becomes Sahjananda :- 


On ‘the request of Shri Neelkanta Shri 
Ramananda gave him initiation the Bhagawati 
Deeksha as prescribed in the Shastras. At that 
time Shri Neelkanta was given the name Sahaja- 
nanda and Narayana muni. 

=: Shri Ramanandas Commandment :- 

Now, Shri Sahajananda excelled all the 
Sadhus by his divine qualities, deep knowledge at 
Vedanta, strong Yogic power and humble service 
to his guru, God and to the Sadhus, and other 
disciples of shri Ramananda. So, the group of 
Sadhus and other disciples of Shri Ramananda, 
except a few, accepted of Shri Sahajananda's 
greatness and praised him with one voice. 

So, Shri Ramananda proclaimed him as the 
Acharya of his disciples, and declared before the 
big assembly “This Sahajananda, the great soul 
among us, will be adorning the seat of Acharya 
after my demise."At that time he gave Shri Saha- 
jananda some commandments befor the audience. 
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1) You should follow the Varnashrama 
Dharma: enjoined in the Vedas and Shastras. 

2) You should preach, propagate and 
protect the same Dharma at all costs. 

3) Observence of religious vows, the rites 
and rituals connected with the pooja to Shri 
Krishna should be practised according to the tenats 
taught by Shri Vittalnath, the son of Shri Vallabha- 
charya. 

4) You should follow, preach and propa- 
gate the Vedanta of Shri Ramanujacharya because 
one can get thorough knowledge of what is 
Jeeva, Maya, Brahma and Parabrahman; only 
through the books written by Shri Ramanuja, and 
don't think that | have given up Ramanuja's tenats 
all completely. But take it from me, | have 
given up only the outward appearance such as 
twelve tilaks etc. that too because of persicution by 
some people. You should follow these command- 
ments strictly and faithfully. 

'- Boons granted :— 

Accepting, all the commandments of the 
guru with humility, Shri Sahajananda requested 
him'to grant some boons for him. The boons 
were as follows... 

1) Shri Krishna alone should be the aim 
of my devotion. 
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2) If at all, any pain, misery or sorrow 
may happen to befall upon the Valshnavas 
that should befall upon me leaving the Vaish- 
navas happy. 

3) May it happen that | live only among 
those who are the devotees of Shri Krishna. 

4) May Shri Krishna appear before me in 
his divine form as he appears before you at the 
time of pooja. 

The guru appreciated his wish and granted 
the .boons. 

=} Shri Ramananda's departure :- 

Swamy Ramananda declared Swamy 
Sahajananda as successor of his holy seat. The 
next year, he passed away fixing his both eyes on 
Shri Sahajananda. He reached the Golokdham the 
abode of God.Swamy Sahajananda himself performed 
the funeral ceremonies with full devotion as pre- 
scribed in the Shastras. 

Shri Sahajananda's mission :- 

Now, Shri Sahajananda was free to fulfil 
his mission which he would have already thought 
of. The condition of the people in Saurashtra and 
Kutch necessitated his mission. pe .toured all 
over India from Himachal to Kanyakumari and 
Kanyakumari to Saurashtra. He had already met 
the people of different cult, culture, religion and 


habbits. Wherever he saw the people of cruel cult, 

pagon culture or bad habits; he emancipated 

them who were bound in blind faith on  brute 
culture. 

But, nowhere he saw such a bad condi- 
tion as in Saurashta and Kutch. People here, 
were committing Sathee, infenticde, suicide, selling 
their daughthers, some times even their wives. 
Ladies not clotihng their bodies fully and comple- 
tely. Brahmins also were sacrificing animals in 
the Yagnas. 

Shri Sahajananda started his mission in 
Saurashtra with a view to purify the religion: cul- 
ture, cult and habits of the people. 

He, First, advised the Brahmins not to sacri- 
fice animals in the yagnas. He showed them by 
performing Vishnu yagas, how to perform yagnas 
without sacrificing animals. By performing Poojas, 
Mahapoojas and Festivals he showed to the people 
how to propitiate God, with devotion. He taught 
the people, how to be virtuous, how to practise 
non-Violence, how to render service to the Saints 
and God, not only through his precepts, but also 
by practice. E 

In the course of his tour for preaching.-he 
went from village to village and reached Mangrol 
town and stayed there for somedays. There he 
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dug a well with steps to provide water to pil- 
grims and he showed his divine form: to -his 
disciples like Mayarama bhatta. 

By his divine power he humbled down and 
humillated one Meghji who always felt proud 
and was arrogant for his yogic power. People 
following different religions, such as  Shaktas, 
Sauras, Jainas met him to have his Darshan. and 
by his yogic power he led theminto Samadhi state 
and showed each of them his own religious deity 
according to the wish of each one. 

Now, the fame of Shri Sahajananda spread 
all over Gujarath. There was one Vajrauddin, the 
Sultan of the town. On his request Shri Sahaja- 
nanda brougt him to Samadhi state and showed 
the Pygember according to his wish. He, along 
with his relatives, became Shri Sahajananda's 
disciple and provided the guru with a.rest house 
and: other facilites. 

In the same town he stayed for four months 
(the months of rainy season) and showed his 
divine form and qualities to the people at the 
time of festival of Shri krishna's birthday. 

During his stay in the town he- used to 
preach the Sanatana. Vaidic - Dharma. 

After finishing the Chathurmasya vow he 
went to Kalvani'villege. There he showed to the 
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people many devine worlds such as Brahmapura, 
Goloka, Bhumaloka. People had Darshan of these 
worlds in their Samadhi state influenced by Shri 
Sahajananda. 

He stayed for two months at Kalvani, 
then went to Manavadar after a brief stay at Megh- 
pur. At Manavadar he performed a Vishnuyaga 
and a grand festival to Shri Krishna. 

He explained to the people what Dharma 
and Adharma means. He asked the people to 
have control over the sense organs. 

-: From there he proceded to Bhaderpur :- 

During his discourse he asked the people 
to have faith in only one God the Vishnu and to 
shun the faith in demans and deities before 
which annimals are sacrificed. 

He left for Bhuj, the capital city of the Kutch- 
state preaching true Vaidic religion in many villa- 
ges on his way. 

-: Swamy Sahajananda at Bhuj-Kutch :- 

When Swamy Sahajananda was staying at 
Bhuj, one kuberji, a brahmin started a Yagna in 
which annimals were to be sacrificed. 

Swamy Sahajananda asked Kuberji to 
refrain from performing such Yagna. Instead, he 
advised Kuberji to perform such Yagna in which 
animals are not needed. But Kuberji was adament 
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and began:the Yagna. 

Swamy: Sahajananda thought that it would 
not be proper to live in Bhuj at that time and 
left Bhuj immediately. 

: Touring from village to village preaching true 
Vaidic religion and: non-violence he reached 
Dhamanaka village and spent somedays there. 

At Bhuj, the ruler of Kutch, knowing that 
animal sacrifice is not Vaidic, ordered his police 
force to: stop the Yagna and protect the animals. 
The police stopped-the Yagna and try to disperse 
the Brahmins in Yagna sala. There was a melee 
between the police and Pandits, finally the 
Brahmins fled away. 

Shri Swamy Sahajananda left Dhamanaka 
for Saurashtra visiting many villages on his Way. 
He:reached Shardharpur, and there, performed the 
Janmashtami festival. 

There, one Khatwanga the Jamindar of 
Karyani came to him to have his Darshan and 
requested him to pay a visit to Karyani. The 
Swami accepted his invitation and assured him 
of the visit. 

“Satisfied with the: assurance, ` Khatwanga 
left for’home: : On his - way he: had to stay at 


Gadhada in’ the house of Bona the Taluqdar 
of: Gadhada: 
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Khatwanga gave information to Abhaya all 
aboutthe Swamy and hisdevine yogic power Abhaya 
also expressed his desire to meet the Swamy. 
The next day Khatwanga reached .Karyani and 
was expecting the visit of Shri Swamy. 

After finishing the festival of. Prabodhini 
Ekadasi, Shri Swamy went to Karyani as assured 
before. 

Shri Swami was given a welcome in a great 
manner by Khatwanga and the people of the 
town. Khatwanga sent a message to Abhaya about 
Shri Swami's visit. : 

Abhaya came to Karyani, met Shri Swami 
and requested him to come Gadhada and stay 
there for ever. 

After a brief stay at Karyani Shri Swami 
went to Gadhada and stayed there. Abhaya made 
every arrangements for Shri Swami and his disciples 
and rendered devoted service to Shri Swami 
and his disciples. 

Much impressed by the service det 
by Abhaya and his family Shri Swami installed 
the idols of Radha and Vasudeva in the grases 
of. Abhaya. : 

Now, Swami had made Gadhada as she 
centre for his propaganda work. In the course 
of his propaganda he laid emphasis on “some 
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important points. 

1) The Yagnas and Poojas, in which vio- 
lence occurs, should not be Performed. 

2) The pure Vaishnavite Yagnas without 
violence should be perfomed. 

3) Everyone should have control over his 
sense organs. 

4) Everyone should over come the evils of 
lust, passion anger, greed, dillusion, arrogance 
and envy. 

5) Every one should strictly observe the 
sex regulation. : 

6) Every one should devote his life in 
service to God and his devotees. 

-: Extension of the field of Propaganda :- 

At the time of his stay at Gadhada many 
people got initiation from him and became his 
staunch devotees. These initiated people were 
called Munis. They went around the country and 
preached his Vaishnavite religion. 

By initiating many people into his fold he 
organised a society of his own disciples in Guja- 
rat. The major element of his reform was the 
strict discipline he required of the society, espe- 
cially of the Munis 

When disorder, alone was the order of the 
society this strict following of the order of mora- 
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lity and non-violence invited opposition from the 

society, which had been accustomed to the disorder 

and immorality. This society opposed Shri Sahaja- 

nanda's teaching and harassed the group of his 

disciples, sometimes attacked them who were 

required to avoid retalliation or angry response. 
-: A new form of Asceticism :- 

To over come the difficulty faced by the 
ascetics, Swami Sahajananda asked them to wear 
white dress instead of saffron under the scheme 
of asceticism. It was given the name of Maha- 
deeksha. He thought that because of the white 
dress the ascetics could not be identified as a 
group separate from the common people. But 
this scheme did not last long. 

In the mean time, Sir John Molcam the 
Governor ot Bombay visited Rajkot with a view 
to extend the British rule over Saurashtra and kutch. 

He came to know the religious activities 
of Shri Swami and his devine power and wanted 
to meet him and sent for him. Shri Swami reci- 
procating the massage of the Governor went to 
Rajkot and met him. The Governor offered Pooja 
to him supporting his religious movement, issued 
order to punish those who oppose the movement 
or harass his devotees. 

Now, the paap!e gave up thair aati ascetic 
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activities and so the ascetics were releived of 
the trouble 

The order of the Governor encouraged the 
Swami's movement so, the number of the devo- 
tees increased numerously. Shri Swamy went on 
his movement without much hinderance. 

=: Shivaram Sharma Meeting :- 

One day, when Shri Swamy was giving a 
discourse on Dharma, Shivaram Sharma a Brahmin 
came to have Darshan of Shri Swamy. He was 
sent by Surasena the ruler of Sauveera who was 
being given trouble by the enimies of his family. 
He wanted Shri Swami's help to get rid of the 
trouble for ever. 

On his request Shri Swami went to 
Mathsyavapur and installed an idol of Bhagavan 
Shri Damodar in the premises of the ruler. 

Shri Swami preached there about the great- 
ness of the Brahmins. 

From Mathsyavapur Shri Swamy went on 
a pilgrimage to Sidhdhapur, had a holy dip in 
Bindu Sarovar. In his evening discourse he des- 
cribed the greatness of the sacred rivers and 
Sarovar. 

After completing necessory religious cere- 
monies that were to be performed according to 
Shasthras, Shrijee left Siddhapur for Vadanagar 
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and visited Visanagar also. There, before the big 
audience he lectured on the importance of the 
Chathurmasya vow. (a religious vow to be obse- 
rved during the four months of rainy season.) 


-: Shrijee at Ahamedabad :- 
Shrijee Maharaj, then, left for Ahamedabad. 
On his way, he visited many villages, taught true 
Dharma to the people and elivated their standard 
of religious life. 


In Ahamedabad, he was given a welcome 
with ovation. He was requested by the house- 
holders to visit their houses and accepted the Pooja 
offred by them. 


He preached the pure Vaidic Dharma wher- 
ever he went and asked the house-holders to 
perform daily Pooja to Devas and Pithrus, as 
prescribed in the Shasthras. (DevaPooja and 
PithruPooja) 


The people realised their error in disbelie- 
ving his Yogic power when he led many people 
to Samadhi state, showed them the deities they 
wished to see and brought them back to normal 
state. 


Many Brahmins who had been raising doubts 
about the Samadhi, now accepted its truth ful- 
ness after scrutiny. and became Swamis desciples. 
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-; Keachak-The Koulik :- 

Shrijee went on his tour from Ahamadabad 
to Jethalpur. There a Brahmin Keachak by name 
met Shrijee and argued that offering of animals 
in Vaidic Yagnas is not a sin as it was enjoined 
in the Vedas- Further he argued that enjoyment 
of earthly and sexual pleasure is the aim of Vedas. 

Shrijee, in his reply, taught him the meaning 
of Vedas and explained that, the Yagnas, howe- 
ver good in otherwise, would result in a sin if 
they are mixed with violence. Further, he told 
Keachak that earthly pleasure alone is neither the 
aim of creation nor the aim of the Vedas. But 
the aim is to acheive the earthly and hevenly 
pleasure. One who enjoys this with controlled 
senses can enjoy both the earthly and hevenly 
pleasures. To support his points Srijee showed 
many quatations from the Vedas. 

-: Shrijee at Dabhan :- 

Shrijee left Jethalpur for Dabhan. At Dabhan 
he performed Vishnuyaga in grand scale. By 
this he showed to the people especially to the 
scholers how to perform Sathwika Yagnas. 


without killing animals. Here also he emphasized 
on Devapooja as well as Pithrupooja in the 
course of daily rituals of the Brahmins. He told 
his audience that these two Poojas should not be 
ignored by any one in the vaidic fold. 
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After one month stay at Dabhan Shrijee 
started for Surath in South Gujarath. On his way 
he stayed in many villages and towns. gave 
lectures on many subjects connected with religion, 
performed many Yagnas and festivals proper to 
the occasion and places; preached true Vaidic 
Dharma, brought many people into Vaidic fold 
and into a society of higher order. 

-: At Surath :- 

At Surath Shrijee was given a warm wel- 
come by Balachandra and his family. During his 
discourse Shrijee described, the various faces of 
Bhakti and asked the people to render Bhakti 
to God without demanding any thing írom him 
in return. 

On the request of the Rani of Surath 
Shrijee stayed at Surath for a month, and then, 
returned to Gadhada, as he assured to Abhaya 
the ruler of Gadhada, 

-: Abhaya reaches Akshara Dham :— 

Abhaya the talugdar of Gadhada and a 
staunch devotee of Shrijee passed away and 
reached Akshara Dham by the grace of Shrijee 
Maharaj who, according to his devotees, was the 
God fn a visible form. 

Then, Uththama the son of Abhaya, conti- 
nued the service to Shrijee and the Munis as well. 
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-: Jaya and Lalitha :- 

Uththama desired that his two sisters, Jaya 
and Lalitha take part in helping Shrijee in offering 
Pooja to Shri Krishna's idol and in festivals. 
Uththama requested Shrijee to grant permission 
in this regard. Shrijee granted his permission and 
alloted the bright fortnight of a month to Jaya 
and the dark fortnight to Lalitha. Each should 
render service in the festivals which fall on the 
days allotted to them. 

Shrijee used to perform festivals and Maha- 
poojas at apropriate time as prescribed by Shri 
Vallabhacharya. Jaya and Lalitha tookpart in the 
service to God and Shrijee on the days of festi- 
vals, and at the time of Mahapooja with deep 
devotion and dedication. 

-: God appears befor Lalitha :- 

On the day of Annakoota festival, Lalitha- 
Ben, standing before the idol of Shri Krishna 
requested him, to come out from the idol in his 
own divine form and eat the food and sweets 
aranged before him, Accordingly, Shrikrishna 
appeared from the idol in his divine form and 
ate the food and sweets with great zeal. On that 
day, thousands of people seated in lines were 
taking food. Shrije himself was serving the 
sweets to the people, with great enthusiasm. 
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Some devotees from Vadtal came to Gadhada 
and requested Shrijee to visit their village. Shrijee 
went with them to Vadtal. learing the news people 
from different villages and towns assembled there. 

Ichcharam and Rampratap the brothers of 
Shrijee Maharaj also came to Vadtal with their 
families. 

Shrijee performed, as usual, the festival of 
Ekadasi, Dwadasi and Poornima and continued 
his discourses on Vaidic Dharma. 

His brothers requested him to take food in 
their houses. Shrijee accepted the offer and ful- 
filled their wishes. 

After spending some months in Vadtal, 
Shrijee left for Gadhada. On his way, he spent 
one month at Bhaldesa. 

Then, he reached Gadhada and continued 
his activities as before. 

This time, during his stay at Gadhada, 
Shrijee dedicated all his time to preach and teach 
the pure Vaidic Dharma. Some times, he engaged 
scholers like Mayarama Bhatta to deliver lectures 
on Puranas and other Dharma Shasthras. 

On many times, he himself delivered lectu- 
res on Vedas, Smrithies, Ithihasas and Neethi 


Shasthras. 
The purpose was to teach the people the 
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pure Dharma and make them practise it. 

One time, on the request of some devotees 
of Sarangapur he went there and performed Jan- 
mashtami festival in a grand scale. From there 
he went to Karyani. 

When he stayed at Karyani; he asked Shri 
Mukthananda to read the Shri Bhashya of Shri 
Ramanuja and listened to it with due respect and 
appriciated the way in which Shri Ramanuja 
explains the meanings of some Upanishads with- 


out discrepency, ihough they seem to be contro- 
dictory to each other. 


In the mean time, one Hemantha Simha 


from Junagadh; and the other one Sura Bhagath 
from Nagadaka came to Shrijee and requested 


him to visit their own village. Each said that his 
request alone to be considered first. Shrijee got 
into a dialamma who is to be satisfied first. He, 


then consulted Shri Nithyananda and Shri Bramha- 
nanda, finally desided to visit Nagadaka first. 


In Nagadka he was recieved by Sura Bhagath 
as well as the people with great enthusiasm. 
There he preached the efficacy of Chandrayana vow. 


From there, he visited Panchala village 
where Hemantha Sihma and his family offered 


Mahapooja to him. There in his discourse, he 


explained the ideas of Dwaitha and Adwaitha 
Vedanthas. 
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Here, he showed his devine form to the 
devotees. 

From Panchala he visited Junagadh which 
is the own place of Hemantha Sihma. 

In the course of a lecture on religion he 
described the greatness of the pilgrimage to 
Dwarka. Influenced by this lecture Ramprathap and 
Ichcharam, who were accompanying Shrijee on 
his tour, went to Dwarka on pilgrimage. Shrijee 
sent off his brothers and returned to Gadhada. 

Shrijee, sitting in a lonely place, thought 
over what to do for the emencipation of the people 
in future. 

-: He said to himself :- 

1) | should build some Temples as the 
centre of propagation of true religion. 

2) | should install two Acharyas who 
would continue the religious activities and run 
the institutions established by me. 

3) | should write books on vaidic religion 
with a new outlook which would help the future 
generation to follow the path of true Dharma. 

When he was thinking of the plan some 
people from Ahamadabad met and informed him 
that they wanted to build a temple in Ahameda- 
bad and that the Governor and the Navab acce- 
pted the proposal. Further they requested Shrijee 
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to come to Ahamedabad and bless the preposal. 


Shrijee immediatly sent one Anandananda 
Brihmachari with them. 


The group went to Ahamadabad built a 
temple fixed a date for installation of the deities 
and sent two Munies to Gadhada. The Munies 
conveyed the news to Shrijee. 


On the same day Shrijee's brothers returned 
from Dwaraka. He recieved them cordially and 
showed his tespects to the elder brother lying 
down prostrate before him and accepted the res- 
pect shown to him by his younger brother. 


Recieving the news from Ahamadabad he 
left for Ahamedabad with his brothers and many 
Munies and devotees and stayed in a garden 
near Kankaria Lake. After finishing daily Poojas. 


He entered the town with thousands of people 
around him. 


In the grand Procession, Shrijee mounted 
on a horse, seemed as a monorch entering in his 
capital after defeating his enemies in a battle field. 
After the long procession came to an end at the 
temple premises, Shrijee took rest in a Bhavan 
built for this purpose. The ruler of Ahamedabad 


came there to have his Darshan and assured every 
help needed to him. 
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Many people from far and near came to 
have a glimpse of Shrjjee. 

After prilimanary functions, Shrijee installed 
the idols of Nara and Narayan Deva. on the day 
fixed by the Pandits. 

After the installation ceremony, Shrijee went 
to Gadhada with many of his desciples. 

Some devotees of Shrijee came to Gadhada 
from Bhuj, and requested him to build a temple 
there. They assured every help in this regard. 

Shrijee sent Vaishnavananda Muni to Bhuj 
to fulfill the wishes of the people of Bhuj. 

Vaishnavananda Muni went Bhuj with the 
devotees, completed the construction work of the 
temple within specified time and sent message 
to Gadhada. 

Shrijee, hearing the good news, went to 
Bhuj with some Munies and devotees 

There, he installed the Nara and Narayana 
in the sanctum sanctorum of the temple. Preaching 
Dharma and Bhakthi to the people in the villages 
on his way, Shrijee arrived at Gadhada after a 
month's obsence. 

Some devotees from Vadtal came to have 
a Darsan of Shrijee, requested him to build a 
temple for Shrikrishna in Vadtal. Shrijee sent 
Aksharananda Muni to Vadtal along with the 
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devotees. 


Within one year and three months the 
temple was built and a message was sent to 
Gadhada. 

Shrijee left for Vadtal along with his bro. 
thers and Uththama. 

-: Installation of Idol at Vadtal Temple :- 

On an auspicious day he installed the Idols 
of Shrikrishna and Rukmini in the sanctum sanc- 
torum of the temple. 

In it's left side, he installed his own image 
and the images of his Perents (both father and 
mother) On the right side of the sanctum sanc- 
torum the image of his own (in the from of 
Vasudeva) and the images of Radha and Krishna 
wereinstalled, In Performing the ceremony he stri- 
ctly followed the Shasthras. 

>: Mukthananda was sent to Baroda : 

At the end of the celebration, when he was 
about to leave for Gadhada; some devotees from 


Baroda met him and said:- “Respected Shrijee ! 
“A scholer shoued be se 


t Mukthananda to Baroda and left 
for Gadhada, Mukthananda argued with the Pandits 
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and established the fact that Shrijee was incarnation 
of God, 

-: At that time, Ramaprathap, Ichcharam, 
Nandaram, Gopal and; some membars of this 
family were living with Shrijee. 


Before them Shrijee narrated the story of 
the greatness of Shrikrishna and Dwaraka and 
advised his relatives to go on pilgrimage to 
Dwaraka, He asked one Sachidananda Muni to 
guide them in the pilgrimage. 

=: Sachchidananda led them to Dwaraka :- 

As soon as they all went to river side 
(Gomathi) he sat on the bank of the river and 
got into Samadhi. 

Other members of the party saw him in 
Samadhi state and went away to the temple 
leaving him alone on rhe riverside. 


The party paid money fixed for the entry to 
the temple as well as to have the Mudra of Samkha- 
Chakra from the priests of the temple, had Dar- 
shan of the deity, offered Pooja and returned to 
the place where Sachchidananda was in Samadhi. 
Without disturbing his Samadhi they went to a 
guest house, 


Sachchidananda woke up from Samadhi 
and went to the temple for Darshan. Some 
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servents demanded monoy from him to give the 
Mudra of Sankha-Chakra and further, they infor- 
med, without this no one can enter the temple. 
Sachchidananda claimed his inability. as he had 
no money. 


The temple servants did not believe it. 
They harresed anp humiliated him. As there was 
no other go for Sachchidananda, he sat before 
the temple and began fast unto death. Uttering 
prayers he spoke to God, “Oh, Dwarkanath ! If 


you dont come to my resque | would die before 
you.” 


On the fifth day of his fast God appeared 
before him and said-“ | would be ever present 
in Vadtal temple and Gomathi would be present 
in the tank there.” “Go to Vadtal, have Darshan 
of Shri Laxminarayana's Idol after having a holy 
dip in the tank. You can find me in that Idol. 


| will be always present in that Idol and the 
Gomathi river will be in the tank.” 


Hearing this words of boon, Sachchida- 
nanda's joy knew no bounds. When he was 
about to start for Gadhada; the members of his 
party met him on the way. All the people of his 


party, in a joyful mood, returned to Gadhada 
and described the events at Dwaraka before 
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Shrijee. Hearing the boon endowed by Dwaraka- 
dheesh, Shrijee, with joy, asked all the devotees 
to go to Vadtal. When all ot them reached Vadtal 
Mukthananda also arrived from Baroda. after 
defeating the Pandits of Baroda. In the course 
of his preaching on that day, Shrijee narrated the 


Sachchidananda's episode and events at Dwaraka. 
He informed the audience that Shri Dwaraka- 
dheesh was pleased to be present, forever, in 
the Idol of Laxminarayana in the temple and 
river Gomathi in the tank. So, the rule of Dwa- 
raka should be strictly, fallowed here also. 


So saying, Shrijee gave Sankha-Chakra 
Mudra to all devotees and explained the great 
significance of it. 


The devotees, having holy dip in the tank, 
getting stemped both their shoulders with the 
Mudras of Sankha and Chakra by Shrijee, went 
to the temple to have Darshan of Shri Laxmina- 
rayana and saw the Idol as Dwarakadheesh. 

Shrijee took this opportunity to emphasise 
the imortance of Sankha Chakra Mudra and 
declared in a big assembly of his devotees- 
“Every devotee, who wants to have a Darshan 
at Vadtal temple should. first, hava a holy dip in 
the Gomathi tank and then, should get their 
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shoulders stamped with Sankha-Chakra Mudra. 

Then alone he canenter the temple to have 
a Darshan of the Deity. The devotee, who fallo- 
ws this cermon of mine, alone, goes to Akshar- 
dham at the end of his life and gets all his justi- 
fiable wishes fulfilled during his life." This cer- 
mon was fallowed by the devotees for many years. 
:-Muktananda's report on the events at Baroda:- 

Then Shrijee Maharaj turned to Mukhtananda 

and asked him about what happened in Baroda 
Mukhtananda reported to Shrijee every point rai- 
sed by the Pandits and his own reply to them 
in detail. Shrijee blessed him with appropriate 
honours. 

-: Hemantha simha aap Punjajith :- 

From Vadtal Shrijee went to Gadhada and 
started his mission as usual. There Hemantha- 
simha of Junagadh and Punjajee of Dholera met 
Shrijee requested him to help them to build a 
temple in their respective towns. Shrijee sent 
Bhramhananda Muni with Hemanthasimha and 
Adhuthananda Muni with Punjajith. After parfor- 
ming important Festivals in Gadhada, Shrijee 
went to Vadtal. 

-: Acharya's Coronated :- 

At Vadtal, Shrijee Maharaj coronated Ayo- 

dhya Prasadji aud Raghuvirji both as the Acharyas 
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of his disciples and gave them heridetory rights 
on his wealth and to give initiation to his disci- 
ples after his demise. He clearly specified, by a 
document, the area in which each of them should 
continue the activity of their mission. 


-: Shrijee at Baroda :- 


Now the fame of Shrijee had spread all 
over Gujarat. The Maharao of Baroda desired to 
offer Pooja to Shrijee and sent his minister Naru- 
panth to Shrijee. On his request Shrijee went to 
Baroda where the ruler treated him with such 
honours which would be given to kings only. 


-: Writing Shikshapatree :- 


After accepting the kingly honour Shrijee 
returned to Vadtal and began to write Shiksha- 
Patree, with a view to guide the future genera- 
tion of his disciples. This Shikshapatree became 
a part of Satsangi Jeevan which yet to be written 
by Satanand Muni. 


After completing Shikshapatree Shrijee 
went to Ahamedabad. There he performed flower 
festival of Nara Narayan Dev. Then was touring 
Bhaldesh where Punjajith called on him and repor- 
ted the news of completion of temple work at 
Dholera. Shrijee went to Dholera and installed 
the Idols of Radha and Krishna in the temple and 
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performed a grand festival of Pooja and Narasimha 
festival. The next dey, he returned to Gadhada. 


=: Teaching Dharma :- 


During his stay at Gadhada, both the 
Acharyas who were Shrijhe's adopted sons, came 
to Gadhada and requested him to teach them 
Dharmas. 

Shrijee taught them how to give initiation 
to house helders, to Sadhus; Deeksha of common 
Nature and special type, and what are the rules 
should be followed etc. 


And further, he taught them, How, when, 
and what type of festivals should be performed. 


Shrijee Maharaj was already known to his 
disciples as the incarnation of God Narayan Muni 
of Badrikashram. 

He was given the name of Narayana Muni 
along with the name of Sahajananda at the time 
of initiation. 

Though the name “Sahajanada” was used 
and mentioned for seculer purposes the name 
‘Narayana Muni’ alone was used in vedic functions. 

According to Vaishnava tradition, every 
devotee(of Vishnu) should consider himself as: a 
servent to God. Instead of “Soham” “Arsa” he 
should say 'Dasoham" “WISE” | am the servent 


Followring this tradition, Shrijee Maharaj 
gave a Sermon to the effect that every person 
who takes initiation should give up his old name 
and have one of the names of God and add the 
word “Dasa” at the end of it like. Haridasa, 
Krishnadasa etc. When a devotee becomes 'Dasa' 
it follows that God is “Swamy”. So, Shrijee was 
called "Swaminarayana by his devotees. 

-: Mission completed :— 

Bhagavan Shri Swaminarayan has, so far, 

almost, completed his mission. 


He reformed many people of Gujarat and 
formed a seperate society of his own. 


He transformed a society of violent cruel 
cultinto one of sober self controled Vaishnava cult. 
He advised them to shun the vices such as drug 
addiction, gambling etc. 


He influenced, through his teachings, every 
activity of his disciples even bathing, eating and 
other daily routines, 

He established many organisations of 
ascetics by giving initiations. 

He built many temples to be the centre 
of religious activities. 


He enthroned two Acharyas to maintain 
the institutions, and to give Initiations to the disci- 
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ples and guide them in the path of Dharma. 

But, he was not satisfied with all these 
arrangements, he knew, that Sanathana Dharma 
can not be preserved on the foundations of any 
personalities or the buildings made of briks and 
cement. 

He knew that the eternity of Sanathana 
Dharma rests upon the tradition of scriptures like 
Vedas and Smrithies. 


He knew that the Vedas are eternal beyond 
the scope of creation and destruction and that 


the Sanathana Dharma does not permit any per- 
sonality cult. 


=: lt Permits only Rule of Law :- 


Therefore, he resolved to rewrite the anciant 
books in a clear. unambiguous lenguage which 


may guide the fature generations on the Path of 
Dharma. 


So, he asked Shri Sathananda Muni the 
best scholar of his desciples to write a book on 
Sanathana Dharma. Accordingly; Sathananda wrote 
a book and named it “Sathasangee-Jeevan”. 

This book contains not only the story of 
Shrijee Maharaj but also his precepts and practices 
It also contains the essence of all the Puranas 
Sashtras including Yoga Shahstras, Karma Kanda 
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and Prayaschitta Kanda. So, it is a complete 
‘Dharma Sasthra” as well as “Narayan Charithra”. 
But, the most important point, Sathananda wants 
to impress upon us is how to live a holy devine 
life in this dirty world. 

-: Hence, the name “Sathsangi-Jeevan” :- 

Shrijee Maharaj himself already has writen 
the book Shikshapatree which is the essence of 
Sathsangi-Jeevan. 

He also asked Shri Gopalananda Muni to 
write a book on Dharma of ascetics. Accordingly 
Gopalananda wrote a book named “Dharma- 
mritham.” 

-: A way to Akshar Dham :- 

After finishing his mission completely he 
wanted to return to his Dham, he called for all 
his important disciples. 

Ramprathap, Ichcharam and the two Acha- 
ryas and some Brahmacharins Sadhus, and other 
devotees assembled before him. 

He ordered them in a clear voice-"'After my 
demise no one should follow me due to angwish." 

So saying, Shri Bhagavan sat on Yogasana 
began Pranayam, breathed his last and went 
away to Akshar Dham. 

Thus ends the holy story of a Holy life. 

Jay Shri Swaminarayan. 





A GLIMPSE OF THE 
SWAMINARAYAN TEMPLE 
BHUJ, 


(1) This temple was built at the behest of 
Shrijee Maharaj (Bhagavan Shri Swaminarayan) 
by his devotees in the year of Shavanta 1879 

(2) Shrijee Maharaj himself installed the 
Idols of Nara and Narayana, on the year Shavanta 
1879 Fifthday of Bright half of Vaishaka. in the 


main sanctum of the temple which is facing the 
North. 
(3) The other sanctum on both sides of the 


main one are built by the Acharyas who succe- 
ded Shrijee Maharaj one after the other, and they 
installed the Idols in them as they pleased. 

(4) The row of the Sanctums :- 

Now, there are four sanctums in the row. 
All facing the North. 

(5) At the western end, we see the Idol 
of Ghanashyam Moorthy, made of white marble 
stone which is the only most beautiful one in 
the temple. 

(6) To the right side of the sanctum there 
is another one in which we see three Idols in a 
row, The presiding Idol of the three is of Shri- 
Krishna having a flute in his hands. 
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In his left we see the Idol of Radha 
the life companion of Shri Krishna. On the right 
side of him. it is the Idol of Shri Harikrishna 
Maharaj. 
what is it ? 

(7) The devotees of Swaminarayan wor- 
ship him through his four facets. Harikrishna is 
one of them in his childhood so (as Harikrishna). 
This Idol is seen in the right side of Shri Krishna. 

(8) In the right side of this sanctum is 
the sanctum of Nara and Narayan. Here the 
presiding diety is the Narayana. Nara is installed 
in his left. On the right side of Narayana is 
seen again a Mcorthy of Ghanashyam of old type. 

(9) At the Eastern end of the row we see 
the portrait of Swami Sahajananda, in which his 
original form is painted. An expert painter, it is 
said, met Shrijee Maharaj at Gadhada and painted 
the picture in his natuaral pose of sitting. 

(10) Therefore, one should understand that 
Shrijee Maharaj is being worshiped by his devo- 
tees in various forms and by various names. 

(11) Behind the sanctum, in the south of 
the passage, there is a small hall in which things 
used by Shrijee such as dress, turban etc. are 
preserved as his sacred and precious memorials. 

(12) At eastern end of the hall, we can 
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see the Idols of Shri Rama, Seetha and Laksmana. 
It is said, that Shri Ramananda the Guru of 
Shrijee Maharaj was offering worship to these Idols. 

Apart from these small premises the temple 
complex has many parts added to it. In the eas- 
tern side of the temple there is a big prayer hall 
where every day mass prayers are recited and 
discourses on religious matters and Maha Poojas 
(offering worship) in a grand scale are conducted. 

-: (14) The residentiel quarter of Sadhus. :- 
There is another hall in the northern side which 
is used as the residence of the Sadhus. No Sadhu 
is allowed to take rest in any private room. All 
of them should reside in a common hall, and also 
should take there meals in a common hall. 

(15) Genarally, these Sadhus take their 
food only once a day and in a common mess. 
To take their food they use only the plates made 
out of wood and don't use the plates made 
of metals. 

(16) There is another dinning hall and 
kitchen for the pilgrims. Everyday the temple 
provides food for the pilgrims whose number in 
ordinary days, may excced a hundred mark. In 
the days of festival It may cross even thousand 
mark. The free distribution of food for pilgrims 
as well as to the poor people is a daily affair of 


the temple. 
(17) Philonthropic-Activities £- 
The temple conducts a Sanskrit Pathsala, 


an Ayurved hospital, a highschool, attached with 
a hostel for boys and a Goshala for the temple 
and pilgrims. 


(18) It has a press of its own to publish 
religious books. A monthly magazine named 
"Swaminarayana Sandesh” is also published by 
the press. 


(19) Apart from the tree distribution of 
food to the pilgrims and the poor, the temple 
distributes fodder to the cattle all over the dis- 
trict. Many sadhus go to the south Gujarath and 
purchase fodder from the temple fund for distri- 
bution in this district which is affected by drou- 
ght every year. In. this year (1992) alone the 
temple “distributed over one lakh k. g. of fodder 
and 8, 7 Mt of food grains. in to far-flung villa- 
ges in western Kutch.” 

(Indian Express dated 11 Feb. 1992 Page 3. 


(20) The devotees generally may be dive- 
ded into two categories. The House holders and 
the Thyagis. Thyagis are those who renounced 
the wordly pleasures and initiated by the Acharyas 
and used to live in the temple premises alone. 
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These people may be devided into four 
categories. The Brahmacharins, The Sadhus, The 
Bakthas, and The Sankhyayogins 


(The Female group) 


Sankhyayogins pass their time mostly in 
the temple, Some time they work for livelihood 
with their relatives. They all have their personal 
room in their villages, They stay in the Ladies 
temple and preach the religious tenets among the 
female society. They are initiated by the wife of 
the Acharya. 


All these Thyagis have to keep their celi- 
bacy and lead a pure and secred life. 


|t is interesting to note that even in this 
age of seeking worldly pleasures, these people 
are living aloof from the society and leading a 
pure life of celibacy 
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